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Divine providence and the existence of evil in the world according to the

Mu'tazila and Ibn Sina

Ahlam Ebrahem Mohammed Elsayed

Department of Theology and Philosophy , Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls , Al-Azhar University in Mansoura , Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: AhlamElsayad916.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The choice of the divine providence and the problem of the existence of evil in the world
according to the Mu'tazilites and Ibn Sina can be traced back to the interest of these two Doctrines in
investigating the issue of divine providence and the problem of the occurrence of evil in the world and
the similarity of their opinions in many aspects. Despite the difference in their intellectual foundations,
the Mu'tazilites approached the idea of evil in the world from a rational perspective based on a religious
foundation. They intended to exonerate God from the act of evil because God only does good. On the
other hand, Ibn Sina addressed the idea of evil from a metaphysical and philosophical perspective,
aiming to demonstrate the goodness of this world and asserting that goodness is the origin while evil is
a negation. This research consists of an introduction, a preface, three main sections, and a conclusion.
The introduction included the significance of the research and outlined the research plan. The preface
provides an overview of the thought of the Mu'tazilites and Ibn Sina. In chapter one, the research
explained the divine providence and the existence of evil in the world according to the Mu'tazilites. It
explored various aspects of divine care for humanity, including divine kindness. The chapter outlined
the aspects of this divine kindness according to the Mu'tazilites, emphasizing how divine providence
realizes the interests of the worshippers. It also addressed the concept of suffering and compensation as
part of divine care. Furthermore, it discussed the Mu'tazilites' perspective of the metaphysical existence
of evil in the world and the nature of this evil. In chapter two, the researcher addressed the divine
providence and the existence of evil in the world according to Ibn Sina. It elucidated Ibn Sina's
perspective on God's care for the world, emphasizing that, in his opinion, this world is the best possible
existence. Then stated Ibn Sina's views regarding the metaphysical existence of evil in the world, and his
opinions of the metaphysical dimension of evil and the divine wisdom behind its existence. It also
explored the relationship between evil in the world and divine providence. In chapter three, the
researcher conducted a comparison between the views of the Mu'tazilites and Ibn Sina regarding the
concept of divine providence and the existence of evil in the world. It outlined points of agreement and
highlighted the differences between them on these issues. The conclusion emphasized that both the
Mu'tazilites and Ibn Sina affirmed the existence of divine providence, asserting that it is realized in the
world despite the presence of metaphysical and natural evil. This assertion addresses a particular
concern, especially among atheists who question the existence of a deity in the face of such evil.
However, the Mu'tazilites and Ibn Sina agreed on the existence of divine providence, even though they

differed in their understanding of the concept and the nature of evil and its causes.
Keywords: Mu'tazilites, Ibn Sina, Divine providence, Existence of evil in the

world.
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