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The contextual significance of the word “nation” in the Holy Qur’an

Boshra Ragaey Ragab Ali.

Department of Arabic Language Fundamentals, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: boshraali.820@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

In this study, the researcher monitored the linguistic and contextual
significance of one of the words of the Holy Qur’an, which is the word

(nation), so she prepared for that by defining the context, and mentioned its

importance that the ancients and moderns recognized. Then she emphasized
the original or central significance of the word, then revealed the linguistic
connotations and meanings that language dictionaries have proven to it and
the common verbal and similarities related to it. Then she recorded the
contextual significance of the word (nation) in the Holy Qur’an (from the
beginning of Surat Al-Baqarah to the end of Surat Al-Nahl), and she listed the
multiple meanings that scholars of language and interpretation have proven
to it in each of these places. She explained the context’s position on these
meanings and the preponderance of some of them, then she concluded that
even though the scholars have proven many meanings of the word (nation) in
every place, the context assigns to the word only one meaning of these, if the
meanings are similar. Thus, the study confirms that reliance on context
narrows the circle of verbal commonality. Where it selects a specific meaning
from the multiple meanings, strengthens the statement with it, adopts it, and

rejects anything else.

Keywords: Nation, Linguistic significance, Context, Nation in the

Qur’an, Contextual Significance.
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