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"Animal semiotics in the interpretation of visions and dreams”
- a semantic study -

The great life of the animal of Demiry as a model

Sahar Najy Hafez El Sayed

Department of: Language origins, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for
girls, Al Azhar university, El Mansoura, El Dakahlia, Egypt

E-mail: Sahar Elsayed1014.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The science of the interpretation of dreams is a pleasant science that

many people turned away from. Some people thought it was a form of
delusion or a kind of quackery, but it was not like that, and it should not be
like that, after it was talked about in the Holy Qur’an in more than one place,
especially in Surat Yusuf. There were many Hadiths of the Messenger of God
(PBUH) about it. Rules and principles were established for it derived from the
Holy Qur’an, the noble Prophet’s Hadith, and some Arab rules by their
language. It is a favor from God and a blessing that He grants to whomever
He wishes among His servants, and who depends on insight, intelligence, and
knowledge of the rules of the language and the contexts of the situation.
Hence, attention was paid to it and a group of distinguished scholars emerged
in it. Among them was the venerable Imam Kamal al-Din al-Dumiry (d. 808
AH) in his book: “The Great Life of Animals” in which he devoted parts to
talk about seeing an animal in a dream and the interpretation of that dream.
The research focused on the semantic employment of these expressions and
linking them to the psychological, suggestive, cultural, and social
connotations, and showing the semiotic system of animal symbols that Imam
Al-Dumiry worked with in his expression, then showing the levels of

discourse within it.

Keywords: Semiotics, Animal, Expression, Visions and dreams,

Connotation.
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