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Hadiths of “ If it were not that I would make it difficult for my Ummah” -

Narration and Analysis.

Eman Mohamed Habib Youssef.

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls, Al-Azhar University, Mansoura, Egypt.

E-mail: emanhabib2020.el@azhar.edu.eg.

Abstract:

One of the objectives of Islamic Sharia is to facilitate and remove hardship

and difficulty from those who are obligated. Among the prophetic texts that

support this objective are the hadiths that include the phrase, “If it were not that I
would make it difficult for my Ummabh...." Therefore, the purpose of this study is
to collect the hadiths in which the Prophet j;\.fujgjéi.l\&fa said, “If it were not that I
would make it difficult for my Ummah...” This study combines two approaches:
narration—which includes tracing the hadiths, explaining unfamiliar terms,
studying chains of transmission, and assessing the hadiths—and analysing _ which
involves examining the jurisprudence of the hadiths and the insights scholars have
provided regarding them_The study adopts an inductive method, collecting
relevant hadiths and analyzing them to explore their detailed jurisprudential issues.
It also uses an analytical approach, integrating different sciences to explain the
hadith's text and chain. These hadiths encompass a range of prophetic teachings
and jurisprudential benefits, including the rulings on delaying the Isha prayer and
the ruling on using the miswak. Additionally, a critical approach is used to assess
narrators in various instances. The study ended with a conclusion, including that
the Prophetic Sunnah and virtues are lifted from people if they are feared to cause
them hardships, and that there is room for the legislator's ijtihad in matters with
no explicit textual evidence. It also emphasizes the recommended use of the
miswak before each prayer. A list of sources and references used in the research is

provided at the end.

Keywords: Hardship, Narration, Analysis, Delaying Isha, Miswak, Small

army.
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Index of the most important sources and references

The Holy Quran-

. -The ABCs of Scientific Research in Islamic Sciences: An Attempt at Methodological
Authentication, by Farid Al-Ansari, Publisher: New Success Printing House -
Casablanca, Morocco, 1st edition, 1997- 1417 AH.

. -Chapters and Translations of Sahih Al-Bukhari, by Muhammad Zakariya bin Yahya
Al-Kandhlawi (d. 1402) , edited by Wali Al-Din bin Taqi Al-Din Al-Nadwi,
Supervised by: Professor Dr. Taqi Al-Din Al-Nadwi, Publisher: Dar Al-Bashair Al-
Islamiyyah, Beirut - Lebanon, Edition: First, 1433 AH - 2012 AD.

. -Thkam Al-Thkam Sharh Umdat Al-Ahkam, by Taqi Al-Din Ibn Dagqiq Al-Eid (625 -
702 AH) , Publisher: Dar Alam Al-Kutub Beirut, 1407 AH - 1987 AD.

. -Guidance of the traveler to explain Sahih Al-Bukhari, by Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Abi Bakr Al-Qastalani Al-Misri (d. 923 AH) , publisher: Al-Amiriya Press, Egypt,
edition: Seventh, 1323 AH.

. -Guidance of the seeker to the most sublime goals, by Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin
Saed, known as Ibn Al-Ikfani (d. 749 AH) , publisher: Asaad Bek Haidar, 1322 AH -
Beirut.

. -Al-Isti'ab fi Ma'rifat Al-Ashab, by Yusuf bin Abdullah bin Abdul-Barr [d. 463 AH],
edited by: Ali Muhammad Al-Bajawi, publisher: Nahdet Misr Library in Cairo, 1380
AH - 1960 AD.

. -Al-Ashbah wa Al-Naza'ir fi Qawa'id wa Furu' Figh Al-Shafi'i, by Jalal Al-Din Abdul-
Rahman Al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH) , publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah, edition: First,
1403 AH - 1983 AD.

. -Al-Isabah fi Tamyiz Al-Sahaba, by Ahmad bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Hajar Al-
Asqalani (d. 852 AH) , edited by: Adel Ahmad Abdul Mawjoud and Ali Muhammad
Muawad, publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah - Beirut, edition: first - 1415 AH.

- A’lam Al-Hadith (Explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari) , by Hamad bin Muhammad Al-
Khattabi (d. 388 AH) , edited by: Muhammad bin Saad Al Saud, publisher: Umm Al-
Qura University (Center for Scientific Research and Revival of Islamic Heritage) ,

edition: first, 1409 AH - 1988 AD.
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