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Walaa Mahmoud Ibrahim Mohammed Salama.
Department of Fundamentals of Jurisprudence,Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls in Mansoura, Al- Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: walasalama.820@azhar.edu.eg.

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to know the truth of hesitation in the statements
of Imam Al- Shafi'i. One of the reasons for the multiplicity of Imam Al- Shafi'i's
statements is that he hesitates in understanding the text, so analogy leads him to
maintain two different opinions on one issue; as the issue may have two similarities
with different rulings, and he does not find what he can use to prefer one of the
analogies over the other. The basis of hesitation of the opinions of Imam Al- Shafi'i
is the conflict of analogies. Some have claimed that the confusion of the statement
on one issue is evidence of a deficiency in ijtihad. The truth is that Imam Al-
Shafi'i's hesitation indicates the perfection of intention and sincerity in seeking the
truth. Imam Al- Shafi'i does not rule on the issue unless he has the reasons for
preference. If the reasons are not available, he clarifies the conflict of evidence. He
does not rule with certainty in a place of suspicion, or with suspicion in a place of
doubt. This is the case for those who seek the truth, and Imam Al- Shafi'i was one
of the people of that position. I explained what is meant by hesitation in the
statements of Imam Al- Shafi’i, and the words related to the term hesitation, and
the reasons for hesitation according to Imam Al- Shafi’i. I explained that there are
several reasons, the most important of which is attraction. I explained the types of
hesitation according to Imam Al- Shafi’i, and clarified that the second type, which
is Imam Al- Shafi’i’s derivation of the issue according to two conflicting opinions
without giving preference, whether the two opinions were at the same time or at
two different times, is the cause of the problem for which Imam Al- Shafi’i was

criticized.

Keywords: Hesitation, Imam Al- Shafi'i, Conflict, Documentation, The two

sayings, Preference.
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