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Poetic Argumentation according to Abu Tammam The poem, “The Truth is
Clear, and the Swords are Sharp” is an example.
A Literary Analytical Study
Hebat Allah Al Said Tawfiq Hilal.
Department of Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al -Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: HebatallahHelal148.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Argumentation is one of the reading approaches that focuses on persuasive
mechanisms and argumentative tricks employed by the poet to convince the audience or
compel them to comply. This study examines classical Arabic poetry from an
argumentative perspective, seeking to understand the ability of poetic texts to blend the
aesthetic with the intellectual without one overpowering or opposing the other. How did
the poet craft his arguments? What techniques and argumentative methods did the poet
use? Can we identify these in classical Arabic poetry? Argumentative creativity is shown
in Arabic poetry, in which poets manage to captivate both our imagination and intellect,
blending the enchantment of art with the voice of reason in compelling poetic images.
Hence, attention has been focused on the poem by Abu Tammam, beginning with "The
truth is clear, and the swords are sharp,’ which he composed in praise of Al-Mu'tasim
after the incident of the assassination of Al-Afshin and his crucifixion. This poem is rich
with argumentative dimensions and persuasive elements. This study is divided into two
parts: one theoretical, discussing the linguistic and technical concept of argumentation,
tracing its historical roots and its resonance in both contemporary Western and Arabic
studies; and the other practical, examining the poetic text through eight hypothetical
panels according to the achievements of argumentation theory. It reveals the poet's
techniques, argumentative relationships, and literary, linguistic, and rhetorical methods
used to present and affirm his arguments to achieve his goal. This reading is based on
two intertwined axes: one artistic and the other intellectual, both aligning with the
principles of argumentation that aim to convince and influence the audience. This
thematic diversity has led to a variety of research methodologies, including historical,
artistic, and critical, each applied as required by the nature of the research.
Predominantly, the descriptive-analytical method is employed, supported by all other
research methodologies in an integrative approach

Keywords: Argumentation, Rhetorical argumentation, Abu Tammam, Abbasid

era, Arabic poetry.
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